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LIVE EXPORT MARKETS — SENATE INQUIRY 

570. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I understand that the minister was back in the Kimberley last week to appear before a Senate inquiry into animal 
welfare standards in Australia’s live export markets. Can the minister please inform the house of what message 
he took to the Senate inquiry about the importance of live exports to Western Australia and the Western 
Australian government’s commitment to high animal welfare standards?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for North West for his interest in this matter and his ongoing commitment to those who live 
in the northern part of Western Australia, including the pastoralists.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Did I say member for North West? What did I say wrong? 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I formally call you to order for the second time today. Members 
may prefer a different question to be asked. This is the question that has been asked and I expect the minister to 
answer it.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It was my call to have the Senate Rural Affairs and Transport References Committee, 
which is inquiring into animal welfare standards in Australia’s live export markets, have a hearing in the 
northern part of Western Australia. I note that a number of industry people in Queensland were a bit concerned 
that WA got a hearing but that they did not; therefore I am certainly very pleased that the Senate took the time to 
come over here. The committee was represented by, I think, some 11 senators who showed up. Because I made 
the call, it was important that I attended to address the committee and to raise some of the unique issues that the 
original ban on live exports had for Western Australia, to make very clear the support that the WA Liberal–
National government has for maintaining high animal welfare standards and to highlight the importance of the 
live trade to our northern cattle industry. From Western Australia’s perspective, we have the most at stake, which 
was a very important point made to the Senate. Because the Kimberley region in particular exports some 
80 per cent of its animals into the Indonesian market, it will bear the greatest loss as a result of the regulatory 
changes that were made, which, again, was a point highlighted to the Senate.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The northern cattle industry is also unique — 

Ms L.L. Baker interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells and member for Maylands, if you want to ask a question to the Minister 
for Agriculture and Food I am sure he will accept it. At this point I do not want you interjecting. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I want to highlight that the northern cattle industry is unique. There are cattle up there that 
are specifically bred for the export market. It is also in very close proximity to the Indonesian market, which 
allows a very short boat trip north, as distinct from a very long truck shipment south, if the cattle have to get into 
the abattoirs. There is also a very high proportion of Indigenous pastoral leases that are able to have cattle and 
live trade as a key part of their income source. The other point I made to the Senate hearing was about some pre-
feasibility work that the Western Australian government is doing around the potential to have a northern abattoir. 
In the short to medium term, the work that we have done does not suggest that that is viable, but certainly in the 
long term it is a possibility. There are not too many interjections; the only member who is deserving of an 
interjection is the member for Kimberley, but she seems to be sounded down by all those other members around 
her and the Labor Party’s position on the live trade issue.  

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I also highlighted the importance of Western Australia working collaboratively with the 
federal government to ensure that we maintain high animal welfare standards and that all the work that has been 
done by industry alongside government in establishing the protocols we need to put in place to ensure that stock 
are slaughtered in an appropriate manner, are there. Although my appearance at the start of the hearing helped 
set the foundation for the day, the real stars of the day up there were the pastoralists and the transport operators. 
All those who operate in the supply chain to get livestock into the international trade had a chance to have their 
voices heard and the very clear message they put up, through the Senate inquiry and hopefully back to the 
federal government, was that although the live export business does not look that big on a footprint as far as 
Australia goes, it has a significant impact on the north of Western Australia, and on the Kimberley region in 
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particular, and they were able to articulate that very, very clearly. I would also like to inform the house that on 
Sunday, I will return to Indonesia to follow up on my first trip to again highlight the importance that Western 
Australia holds in our Indonesian trade relationship. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Will you get into an abattoir this time? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will certainly visit some abattoirs. I will talk to the Indonesian trade minister Mari 
Pangestu, and also to Minister Suswono, the Indonesian agriculture minister. I will also talk to a range of 
industry groups up there to again keep a high level of contact between Western Australia, the Indonesian 
government and Indonesian industry to ensure that we are doing our bit to ensure that that live trade remains 
something very important to Western Australia and goes a long time into the future. We certainly value the 
relationship. Although the federal government has moved to lift the ban and put the trade back in place, its eye is 
now going off that ball—it is getting onto other disasters that are apparent—but the Western Australian 
government is maintaining its eye on the ball. We are going to Indonesia, we are doing our bit to maintain this 
trade, and we are working very closely with those pastoralists in the north to ensure that they have an industry 
going forward. 
 


